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Appleton Vision Program Support Teacher 
Meeting, sharing springtime and new ideas! 

Shell Lake Vision Program Support Teacher 
Meeting sharing resources on Literacy! 

SPRING TOUR! 
Statewide Vision Program Support Teacher Meetings 

Program Support Teachers are people who provide leadership 
and training, as well as collaborate with others to enhance and 
guide appropriate services to students who are blind or have low 
vision. Vision PST meetings provide education and training to 
vision professionals about statewide initiatives from DPI, in 
addition to important topics related to the field. Meetings take 
place in the fall and spring of each school year.  

The focus on the 2017 spring tour has been Literacy. Alisha 
Ragainis and Kay Rhode traveled to Baraboo, Shell Lake, 
Milwaukee, and Appleton. They shared a wonderful book with 
the teachers that gives a summary of the five reading 
components and special considerations for teaching these skills 
to students with visual impairments. There are strategies and 
assessments to use with our students embedded throughout 
it. Check it out!  

Reading Connections: Strategies for Teaching Students with 
Visual Impairments / by Cheryl Kamei-Hannan and Leila Ansari 
Ricci  
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UW-PLATTEVILLE TVI EDUCATION 

   

A newsletter with all of the links can be found on the WCBVI Outreach Website  www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach 

Crystal Dimick, Heidi Maurhoff, and Sam 
Richardson ride the bus during their 
orientation and mobility course.  

Ongoing Discussions! 

504 or IEP? 

Thanks to everyone for a great discussion 
on 504ôs. See the Googlegroup strand 
started on February 4. Below is a good link 
describing the differences between 504s 
and IEPs! 
https://www.understood.org/en/school-
learning/special-services/504-plan/the-
difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans 

Convergence Insufficiency 

Guidance on eligibility is evolving 
nationwide; Wisconsin is in the process of 
gathering stakeholders to review eligibility 
guidance!  
Section 1: You must check all the boxes 
YES to indicate that ñcertified teacher of the 
visually impaired conducted a functional 
vision evaluation, including:ò Review of 
medical information Formal/informal tests  
Educational implications and curricular 
needs. 
Section 2: Check ñotherò and explain how 
the ñchildôs visual functioning significantly 
adversely affects his or her educational 
performanceò. Arizona's Guidance and 
strategies for working with students with 
convergence insufficiency. DPI eligibility 
checklist: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/

forms/pdf/podelg-vis-001.pdf  

Baraboo Vision Program Support Teacher 
Meeting, sharing a meal! 

 Milwaukee Vision Program Support Teacher Meeting, 
sharing teaching strategies on St Patrick's Day! 

The UW-Platteville School of Education is proud 
to offer its program for training prospective 
Teachers of the Visually Impaired (TVI). Summer 
2017 starts the 3

rd
 year of this 24-credit program 

for teachers who would like to become licensed to 
teach students who are blind or have low vision. 
The UW-Platteville TVI program is always looking 
for great teaching candidates who are interested 
in working in this highly specialized and  
incredibly rewarding field of education.  

UW-Platteville TVI program  

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans
https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/special-services/504-plan/the-difference-between-ieps-and-504-plans
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/pdf/podelg-vis-001.pdf
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/forms/pdf/podelg-vis-001.pdf
https://www.uwplatt.edu/education/tvi
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WCBVI is pleased to provide vision-

specific instructional coaching for  

Wisconsinôs new and emergency-

licensed Teachers of the Visually   

Impaired and Orientation and 

Mobility Specialists! 

The WCBVI Instructional Coaching  

Program matches new and 

emergency-licensed teachers of the 

visually   impaired (TVIs) and 

orientation and mobility specialists 

(O&Ms) with   experienced 

vision professionals in Wisconsin 

schools. This program strives to 

provide a coach through the first 

year of employment and for one 

entire school year beyond when all 

training and certification 

requirements are  completed.  

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/

outreach/instructional-coaching 
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Dawn Weaver and  
Sam Richardson 

Meghan Fredel and Maria Schoville 
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Congratulations to: 

Janice Neil  

Retiring from the 

field after 38 years! 

Thank you for all the 

time and energy 

youôve invested to 

make a difference in 

so many lives! 

 

http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/instructional-coaching
http://www.wcbvi.k12.wi.us/outreach/instructional-coaching

